
Becker Middle School 

Course Catalog 2021-2022 

Clark County School District 

GRADE 6 

Mathematics, English/Language Arts Block, Science,    

Physical Education (1 semester), 

Computer Science and Applicaitons(1 semester), and 

 Elective 

GRADE 7 

Mathematics, English/Language Arts Block, 

History and Geography 7, Science, and  

Elective 

GRADE 8 

Mathematics, English, Science, History and Geography 8, 

Health (1 semester),  

Physical Education (1 semester), and  

Elective 

 Elective classes may be replaced with a fundamentals or 
study skills courses if the student is not proficient or not 
passing core classes.   

 Students will be enrolled in Special Education classes ac-
cording to their Individual Education Programs (IEP). 

Note:  Final curriculum and elective offerings will depend upon staffing 
and pupil enrollment at Becker Middle School. 

This course catalog provides a description of the clas-

ses offered for the 2021-2022 school year.  

Required courses are the same for every student at each 

grade level.  Eligibility for required courses at an accel-

erated level will be determined by your child’s standard-

ized test scores, current grades, and recommendations 

by current teacher(s) and counselor. 

Carefully selecting an elective with your child is very 

important.  Your child will be expected to remain in 

the selected elective class for the duration of the school 

year. 

Please read the course descriptions with your child.  

You may contact a counselor at Becker Middle School 

if you have any questions.  I am looking forward to see-

ing both you and your child in the fall. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Smith 

Principal 

School Administration & Counselors  

Principal:  Ms. Amy Smith 

6th Grade Assistant Principal: Dr. Rebecca Peplinski  

7th Grade Assistant Principal: Mr. Daniel Liles 

8th Grade Assistant Principal: Mrs. Cheryl DeVaul 

6th Grade Counselor: Mr. Brent Bandhauer  

7th Grade Counselor: Ms. Jackie Cali 

8th Grade Counselor: Mrs. Shurine Simpson 

PARENT/GUARDIAN LETTER 

 CLARK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

CURRICULUM SEQUENCE 

 

Ernest A. Becker Sr. Middle School 

9151 Pinewood Hills Drive 

Las Vegas, NV 89134 

Phone #  702-799-4460  

Schools.ccsd.net/becker/ 

Course Challenge Process 

If you wish to challenge a course recommended by the school, 

please stop by the counseling office to complete the required form.  

When challenging a more difficult course, if the student does not 

perform well, please note that a schedule change cannot be made 

until the end of the semester. 



ACCELERATED ENGLISH 6/ENGLISH 6 

This one-year course will expand 

the student’s writing abilities and 

strengthen critical thinking skills.  

All lessons relate  to the process 

of writing, with grammar and me-

chanics taught as essential ele-

ments of writing.  Literature will 

be incorporated as a model of 

various genres of writing styles 

and as a tool to develop critical 

thinking skills.  Accelerated clas-

ses will complete in-depth discus-

sions as these classes partici-

pate in more challenging writing 

assignments.  English is a re-

quired course for all sixth grade 

students. 

ACCELERATED READING 6/READING 6 

This one-year course is designed 

to reinforce the development of 

strategic reading behaviors.  

This course emphasizes an in-

teractive approach in which stu-

dents construct meaning from 

text.  Accelerated reading clas-

ses will emphasize more com-

plex analyses of story plots, 

characters and the author’s pur-

pose for writing.  The course fo-

cus is on students utilizing vo-

cabulary, thought processes, 

and strategies to become inde-

pendent readers and learners.  A 

workshop-based approach to reading 

instruction is utilized to provide individ-

ualized instruction and assessment to 

meet the needs of students.  Reading is 

a required course for all sixth grade 

LIFE SCIENCE 6 

This one-year course is designed to 

introduce students to general con-

cepts of life science, related tech-

nologies, and career opportunities.   

The course is designed to introduce 

students to basic topics and con-

cepts, then revise,  reteach, and 

expand upon those topics thought-

out the year.  There are four major 

concepts which are taught through-

out the year—cells, organization 

and structure of living things, life 

processes and cycles, and interre-

lationships of living things.  Stu-

dents will participate in an activity-

oriented course which utilizes a 

variety of teaching strategies including 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6 

This course will focus on the physical, 

mental, social, and emotional develop-

ment of the individual in cooperative and 

competitive settings. The student is pro-

vided with experiences in psychomotor 

skills and movement and an understand-

ing of lifetime health related fitness, phys-

ical skills, and values. The goals of this 

course are accomplished through partici-

pation in movement experiences and ap-

plication of movement principles found in 

team sports, individual/dual sports, fitness 

and wellness activities, dance/rhythms, 

and lifetime recreational activities. Rules, 

strategies and safety will be emphasized 

in relation to active participation and de-

velopment of knowledgeable spectators. 

Self-esteem will be incorporated into all 

areas of curriculum as will the exploration 

of career opportunities in related fields. 

This is a required course for sixth grade 

students. The health component of sixth-

grade physical education will focus on 

human growth and development and 

decision-making skills. Tobacco, drugs, 

alcohol awareness, and hygiene educa-

tion, within established C.C.S.D.guidelines, 

COMPUTER LITERACY 6 

This one-semester course is de-

signed to familiarize students 

with computer terminology, key-

boarding, and the use of the 

computer.  Students will experi-

ence hands-on instruction in key-

boarding, word processing, 

spreadsheet, database manage-

ment, and multi-media presenta-

tions.  Other aspects of the com-

puter filed that will be explored 

are computer ethics and comput-

er-related career opportunities.  

This course will meet the comput-

er literacy requirement for high 

school graduation. 

Students will be enrolled in accelerated or regular academic classes based upon 
standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation. 

REQUIRED COURSES 6TH GRADE 

 technology is an integral part of this 

course. This course fulfills the sixth 

grade English requirement. and lan-

guage. This course is designed to build 

knowledge and critical thinking skills 

through close reading of texts; writing 

to support claims, to clarify ideas, and/

or to develop ideas; and a range of 

collaborative discussions. Instructional 

practices incorpo-

rate integration of 

diversity  

 
English and Reading 
could be assigned as 
single English and 
Reading classes or as 
a block class.   
 

MATHEMATICS 6 

This one-year course is designed to 

focus on four critical areas: 1) connect-

ing ratio and rate to whole number 

multiplication and division and using 

concepts of ratio and rate to solve 

problems; 2) completing understanding 

of division of fractions and extending 

the notion of number to the system of 

rational numbers, which includes nega-

tive numbers; 3) writing, interpreting, 

and using expressions and equations; 

and 4) developing understanding of 

statistical thinking. Instructional prac-

tices incorporate integration of diversi-

ty awareness including appreciation of 

all cultures and their important contri-

butions to society. The use of manipu-

latives, mathematical tools, and tech-

nology, including calculators and com-

puter software, is an integral part of 

this course. This course fulfills the 

mathematics requirement for sixth-

grade students.  

 

ACCELERATED ENGLISH  

LANGUAGE ARTS BLOCK 6  

This one-year course provides instruc-

tion in the English Language Arts 

strands identified by the Common Core 

State Standards as reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, and language. 

This course is designated as accelerated 

by the faster instructional pacing and 

depth of content. This course is de-

signed to build knowledge and critical 

thinking skills through close reading of 

texts; writing to support claims, to clari-

fy ideas, and/or to develop ideas; and a 

range of collaborative discussions. In-

structional practices incorporate integra-

tion of diversity awareness including 

appreciation of all cultures and their 

important contributions to society. The 

appropriate use of technology is an inte-

gral part of this course. This course ful-

fills the sixth grade English requirement. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

BLOCK 6  

This one-year course provides instruc-

tion in the English Language Arts 

strands identified by the Common Core 

State Standards as reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, awareness in-

cluding appreciation of all cultures and 

their important contributions to society. 

The appropriate use of 

ACCELERATED  

MATHEMATICS 6 

This one-year course is designed to 

prepare students for the increased 

rigor of the Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) Algebra I in middle 

school. This compacted course in-

cludes the 

grade six cur-

riculum as well 

as a portion of 

the currently 

adopted CCSS 

grade seven 

curriculum. 

This course focuses on six critical are-

as: 1) connecting ratio and rate to 

whole number multiplication and divi-

sion and using concepts of ratio and 

rate to solve problems; 2) completing 

understanding of division of fractions 

and extending the notion of number 

to the system of rational numbers, 

which includes negative numbers; 3) 

writing, interpreting, and using expres-

sions and equations; 4) developing 

understanding of statistical thinking; 

5) developing understanding of and 

applying proportional relationships; 

and 6) developing understanding of 

operations with rational numbers and 

working with expressions and linear 

equations. Instructional practices in-

corporate integration of diversity 

awareness including appreciation of all 

cultures and their important contribu-

tions to society. The use of manipula-

tives, mathematical tools, and technol-

ogy, including calculators and com-

puter software, is an integral part of 

this course. This course fulfills the 

mathematics requirement for sixth-

grade students.  



REQUIRED COURSES 6TH GRADE 

Students will be enrolled in accelerated or regular academic classes based upon 
standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6 

This one-semester course provides stu-

dents the opportunity to develop a health

-enhancing level of physical fitness. Stu-

dents engage in movement and fitness 

activities at moderate to vigorous levels 

for a minimum of 50% of the instruc-

tional time. Through participation in 

physical activities, students develop mo-

tor skills, movement patterns, and safety 

within the course. Health-enhancing fit-

ness concepts are explored through per-

sonal goal setting and self-evaluation. 

Instructional practices incorporate inte-

gration of diversity awareness including 

appreciation of all cultures and their im-

portant contributions to society. The 

appropriate use of technology is an inte-

gral part of this course. This course ful-

fills the physical education requirement 

for sixth-grade students.   A school PE 

uniform is required.  The cost is $20.00.  

 

Organisms; and Engineering Design. 

Demonstrations and lab experiences that 

employ proper safety techniques are es-

sential to this course. Instructional prac-

tices incorporate integration of diversity 

awareness including appreciation of all 

cultures and their important contribu-

tions to society. The appropriate use of 

technology is an integral part of this 

course. This course fulfills the sixth-

grade science requirement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND  

APPLICATIONS 

This one-semester course provides stu-

dents with skills in computer education 

and technology. Areas of emphasis in-

clude computer science, computational 

thinking, productivity applications, and 

digital citizenship. Instructional practices 

incorporate integration of diversity 

awareness including appreciation of all 

cultures and their important contribu-

tions to society. This course is appropri-

ate for grades six through eight. This 

course fulfills the one-half computer 

credit required for high school gradua-

tion.  

ACCELERATED SCIENCE 6 

This one-year course is designed to inte-

grate science and engineering practices, 

crosscutting concepts, and core ideas 

from the life sciences, Earth and space 

sciences, and the physical sciences. This 

course is designated as accelerated by the 

enhanced instructional pacing and depth 

of content. The topics covered in Sci-

ence 6 Accelerated include Energy; 

Structure and Properties of Matter; 

Earth’s Systems; Weather and Climate; 

Human Impact; Structure, Function, and 

Information Processing; Growth, Devel-

opment, and Reproduction of Organ-

isms; and Engineering Design. Demon-

strations and lab experiences that employ 

proper safety techniques are essential to 

this course. Instructional practices incor-

porate integration of diversity awareness 

including appreciation of all cultures and 

their important contributions to society. 

The appropriate use 

of technology is an 

integral part of this 

course. This course 

fulfills the sixth-

grade science re-

quirement.  

 

SCIENCE 6 

This one-year course is designed to inte-

grate science and engineering practices, 

crosscutting concepts, and core ideas 

from the life sciences, Earth and space 

sciences, and the physical sciences. The 

topics covered in Science 6 include Ener-

gy; Structure and Properties of Matter; 

Earth’s Systems; Weather and Climate; 

Human Impact; Structure, Function, and 

Information Processing; Growth, Devel-

opment, and Reproduction of  



6TH GRADE ELECTIVES 

 

 

ART EXPLORATIONS 

This one-year course is designed to develop and expand visual art knowledge and 
skills in order to express ideas imaginatively.  Many opportunities to expand stu-
dents’ knowledge of historical and cultural developments in art are provided 
through the study of world cultures and holidays.  A variety of media are used to 
foster visual, literate, and creative art students.  Students are strongly encouraged to 

have their own colored pencils and markers.  

 

 

BAND—BEGINNING  

This one-year course is designed to develop the fundamentals needed to read, interpret, and 
analyze music while learning to play a brass, percussion, or woodwind instrument.  Beginning 
instruction is offered on flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba, and 
percussion.  This group will perform at concerts and school activities.   Instruments are pro-
vided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument and a shirt will need to 
be purchased for $10.  

 

CHORUS—BEGINNING  

This one-year course is available to students with the interest and desire to sing in a choral 
group.  Students will have opportunities to perform in the Winter and Spring concerts and 
school activities.  A variety of choral literature and styles will be incorporated to give students 
an opportunity to sing for cultural enrichment and personal enjoyment.  Students will be ex-
pected to purchase a choir shirt for $10.  Parents will need to provide black pants and black 
dress shoes. 

  

 

DANCE - BEGINNING 

This one year course is designed to introduce students to basic movement, technique, and 
dance styles. This course will allow students to develop an appreciation of dance as an art 
form.  Students will increase their flexibility through daily warm-up and stretching activities.  
They will learn a variety of dance styles such as ballet, jazz, modern, and theatrical dance.  
Physical conditioning will also be a part of beginning dance.  Students will learn about the 
history of dance and related vocabulary associated with dance.  Students will need to pur-
chase black dance pants/leggings.  Dance uniform fee for shirt and shoes: $40. This is an 
elective course for students in grades 6-7.    

 



6TH GRADE ELECTIVES 

GUITAR—BEGINNING  

In this one-year course, students will learn basic music reading and composition in pop 
and classical music, single note melody reading, chord strumming techniques, guitar histo-
ry, improvisation, and tuning. Nylon-string acoustic guitars are provided for daily class-
room use but students will also learn the electric guitar in the second semester. This group 
will perform at concerts and school activities.   Instruments are provided, but students are 
encouraged to have a nylon-string acoustic guitar at home for practicing and con-
certs. Students are required to pay $10 for a guitar t-shirt.  

 

KEYBOARDING (PIANO)—BEGINNING 

This one-year course is designed to develop the fundamentals needed to read, interpret, and 
analyze music while learning to play an electronic piano keyboard instru-
ment.  The course will include guidance in proper playing techniques, musical style, and basic 
music theory. This class is an exploratory course.  Students may perform at concerts and 
school activities.  

 

ORCHESTRA—BEGINNING  

This one-year course is designed to develop the basic skills and fundamentals needed to play one of the four 
stringed instruments of the orchestra:  violin, viola, cello, or string bass.  Emphasis will be placed on reading 
music, proper bow and finger techniques, rhythm, and basic music theory.  This group will perform at concerts 
and school activities.   Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument 
and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10. 

  

 

 

 



Students will be enrolled in accelerated or regular academic classes based upon 
standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation. 

REQUIRED COURSES 7TH GRADE 

ACCELERATED  

MATHEMATICS 7 

This one-year course is designed to pre-

pare students for the increased rigor of 

the Common Core State Standards 

(CCSS) Algebra I in middle school. This 

compacted course includes grade seven 

curriculum as well as a portion of the 

currently adopted CCSS grade eight cur-

riculum. This course focuses on six criti-

cal areas: 1) developing understanding of 

and applying proportional relationships; 

2) developing understanding of opera-

tions with rational numbers and working 

with expressions and linear equations; 3) 

solving problems involving scale draw-

ings and informal geometric construc-

tions, and working with two- and three-

dimensional shapes to solve problems 

involving area, surface area, and volume; 

4) drawing inferences about populations 

based on samples; 5) formulating and 

reasoning about expressions and equa-

tions, including modeling an association 

in bivariate data with a linear equation, 

and solving linear equations and systems 

of linear equations; and 6) 

analyzing two- and three-

dimensional space and fig-

ures using distance, angle, 

similarity, and congruence, 

and understanding and ap-

plying the Pythagorean The-

orem. Instructional practic-

es incorporate integration 

of diversity awareness including apprecia-

tion of all cultures and their important 

contributions to society. The use of ma-

nipulatives, mathematical tools, and tech-

nology, including calculators and comput-

er software, is an integral part of this 

course. This course fulfills the mathemat-

ics requirement for seventh-grade stu-

dents.  

ENGLISH / LANGUAGE ARTS 
BLOCK 7 

This one-year, 
two-period course 
provides instruc-
tion in the English 
Language Arts 
strands identified 
by the Common 
Core State Stand-
ards as reading, writing, speaking and 
listening, and language. This course is 
designed to build on knowledge and 
skills through close reading of texts, 
learning combining elements of differ-
ent kinds of writing in support of analy-
sis and reflection, and class discussions. 
Instructional practices incorporate inte-
gration of diversity awareness including 
appreciation of all cultures and their 
important contributions to society. The 
appropriate use of technology and digi-
tal media are integral parts of this 
course. This course fulfills the seventh-
grade English requirement and the sev-
enth-grade reading requirement for pro-
motion.  
 
 
*English and Reading could be assigned as 
single English and Reading classes or as a 
block class.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 7 

This one-year course is designed to focus 

on four critical areas: 1) developing un-

derstanding of and applying proportional 

relationships; 2) developing understand-

ing of operations with rational numbers 

and working with expressions and linear 

equations; 3) solving problems involving 

scale drawings and informal geometric 

constructions, and working with two- and 

three-dimensional shapes to solve prob-

lems involving area, surface area, and vol-

ume; and 4) drawing inferences 

about populations based on sam-

ples. Instructional practices incor-

porate integration of diversity 

awareness including appreciation 

of all cultures and their important 

contributions to society. The use 

of manipulatives, mathematical 

tools, and technology, including 

calculators and computer software, is an 

integral part of this course. This course 

fulfills the mathematics requirement for 

seventh-grade students.  

 



Students will be enrolled in accelerated or regular academic classes based upon 
standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation. 

REQUIRED COURSES 7TH GRADE 

Relationships in Ecosystems; Earth’s 
Systems; History of Earth; Human 
Impact; and Engineering Design. 
Demonstrations and lab experiences 
that employ proper safety techniques 
are essential to this course. Instruc-
tional practices incorporate integration 
of diversity awareness including appre-
ciation of all cultures and their im-
portant contributions to society. The 
appropriate use of technology is an 
integral part of this course. This 
course fulfills the seventh-grade sci-
ence requirement.  

 

SCIENCE 7 

This one-year course is designed to 

integrate science and engineering prac-

tices, crosscutting concepts, and core 

ideas from the life sciences, Earth and 

space sciences, and the physical sci-

ences. The topics covered in Science 7 

include Structure and Properties of 

Matter; Chemical Reactions; Matter 

and Energy in Organisms and Ecosys-

tems; Interdependent Relationships in 

Ecosystems; Earth’s Systems; History 

of Earth; Human Impact; and Engi-

neering Design. Demonstrations and 

lab experiences that employ proper 

safety techniques are essential to this 

course. Instructional practices incor-

porate integration of diversity aware-

ness including appreciation of all cul-

tures and their important contribu-

tions to society. The appropriate use 

of technology is an integral part of this 

course. This course fulfills the seventh

-grade science requirement.  

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY  7 

This one-year course examines the 

development of the Western Hemi-

sphere with an emphasis on the Amer-

icas. Using appropriate technology, 

students develop an understanding of 

current world issues and relate them 

to geographical, historical, political, 

economic, and cultural contexts. Stu-

dents will develop, research, and an-

swer compelling questions using vari-

ous and cross-disciplinary source ma-

terial. Students will construct orga-

nized arguments for various audiences 

and purposes using researched evi-

dence and reasoning. Students will 

participate in rigorous academic dis-

cussions, emphasizing multiple view-

points in which claims and evidence 

are acknowledged and critiqued. Stu-

dents will take action on local, regional 

and global problems at various times 

and places. This course fulfills the sev-

enth-grade social studies requirement.  

ACCELERATED ENGLISH  

LANGUAGE ARTS BLOCK 7  

This one-year, two-period course pro-

vides instruction in the English Lan-

guage Arts strands identified by the 

Common Core State Standards as read-

ing, writing, speaking and listening, and 

language. This course is designated as 

accelerated by the enhanced instruction-

al pacing and depth of content. This 

course is designed to build on 

knowledge and skills through close read-

ing of texts, learning combining ele-

ments of different kinds of writing in 

support of analysis and reflection, and 

class discussions. Instructional practices 

incorporate integration of diversity 

awareness including appreciation of all 

cultures and their 

important contri-

butions to society. 

The appropriate 

use of technology 

and digital media 

are integral parts of 

this course. This 

course fulfills the 

seventh-grade 

English requirement and the seventh-

grade reading requirement for promo-

tion.  

ACCELERATED SCIENCE 7 

This one-year course is designed to inte-

grate science and engineering practices, 

crosscutting concepts, and core ideas 

from the life sciences, Earth and space 

sciences, and the physical sciences. This 

course is designated as accelerated by 

the enhanced instructional pacing and 

depth of content. The topics covered in 

Science 7 Accelerated include Structure 

and Properties of Matter; Chemical Re-

actions; Matter and Energy in Organ-

isms and Ecosystems; Interdependent  



 

 

7TH GRADE ELECTIVES 

ART EXPLORATIONS 

This one-year course is designed to develop and expand visual art knowledge and skills in order 
to express ideas imaginatively.  Many opportunities to expand students’ knowledge of historical 
and cultural developments in art are provided through the study of world cultures and holidays.  
A variety of media are used to foster visual, literate, and creative art students.  Students are 
strongly encouraged to have their own colored pencils and markers.  

 

ADVANCED ART EXPLORATIONS 

This course provides an opportunity to engage in and appreciate a variety of visual arts. The focus is on the art 
elements and principles as they apply to design and composition. This course offers a solid foundation of art.  It 
will assist students in developing the techniques and skills that make creative expression possible. Students are 
strongly encouraged to have their own colored pencils and markers. 

 

BAND—BEGINNING  

This one-year course is designed to develop the fundamentals needed to read, interpret, 
and analyze music while learning to play a brass, percussion, or woodwind instrument.  
Beginning instruction is offered on flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, bari-
tone, tuba, and percussion.  This group will perform at concerts and school activities.  
Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument 
and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.  

 

BAND (CONCERT—WOODWIND, BRASS OR PERCUSSION)  

This one-year course is designed for the advanced band student.  Students will be exposed to a variety of musical 
styles designed to challenge musical ability and awareness.  This group will perform at concerts and school activi-
ties. Successful completion of beginning band and/or intermediate band and a proficiency score of 1 or 2 out-
lined in the audition rubric is a prerequisite for this course.   Instruments are provided, but students are encour-
aged to provide their own instrument and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.  An audition is required 
for participation in this class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAND—ADVANCED (WIND SYMPHONY)  

 This one-year course is designed for the advanced band student.  Students will be exposed to a variety of musi-
cal styles designed to challenge musical ability and awareness.  This group will perform at concerts and school 
activities. Successful completion of beginning band and/or intermediate band and a proficiency score of 1 or 2 
outlined in the audition rubric is a prerequisite for this course.  Instruments are provided, but students are en-
couraged to provide their own instrument and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10. An audition is re-
quired for participation in this class.  



7TH GRADE ELECTIVES Continued 

BAND—JAZZ  

This one-year early bird course is designed to introduce the instrumental music student to contemporary jazz lit-
erature and techniques.  Students will be instructed on style interpretations and given the opportunity to experi-
ment with improvisation.  This group will perform at concerts and school activities. Successful completion of 
beginning band and/or intermediate band and a proficiency score of 1 or 2 outlined in the audition rubric is a 

prerequisite for this course. All jazz band students must also be enrolled in an ad-
vanced or intermediate band as well.  Instruments are provided, but students are 
encouraged to provide their own instrument, and a shirt will need to be purchased 
for $10.  * Note: Because this is and early bird course the school cannot pro-
vide transportation.  It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to insure 
that their child will be to every rehearsal Monday-Friday.  An audition is re-
quired for participation in this class. 

  

CHORUS—BEGINNING  

This one-year course is available to students with the interest and desire to sing in a choral 
group.  Students will have opportunities to perform in the Winter and Spring concerts and 
school activities.  A variety of choral literature and styles will be incorporated to give students 
an opportunity to sing for cultural enrichment and personal enjoyment.  Students will be ex-
pected to purchase a choir shirt for $10.  Parents will need to provide black pants and black 
dress shoes. 

 

CHORUS— CONCERT CHOIR—MIXED 

This course is designed as a study in vocal production and music fundamentals.  Emphasis will be placed on vari-

ous vocal techniques and the continued study in music theory.  A variety of choral literature and styles will be 

incorporated to give the students an opportunity to sing for cultural and personal enjoyment, and a wide variety 

of sacred and secular text may be presented for historical or era/genre experiences. This group will have the op-

portunity to sing in a variety of concerts as well as activities throughout Clark County School District.   Concert 

Attire is provided.  Students will be required to purchase a choir shirt for $10.  

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE DISCOVERIES 

This one-year course provides students with introductory skills and knowledge in designing and implementing 

software. Students explore the use of personas and user stories, wireframes, story 

boards, and charts. Areas of emphasis include the elements of programming lan-

guages, logic, algorithms, abstraction, and the use of resources. Instructional 

practices incorporate integration of diversity awareness including appreciation of 

all cultures and their important contributions to society. The appropriate use of 

technology is an integral part of this course. This is an elective course appropriate 

for grades seven and eight.  

 



7TH GRADE ELECTIVES Continued 

DANCE—BEGINNING 

This one year course is designed to introduce students to basic movement, technique, and dance 

styles. This course will allow students to develop an appreciation of dance as an art form.  Stu-

dents will increase their flexibility through daily warm-up and stretching activities.  They will learn 

a variety of dance styles such as ballet, jazz, modern, and theatrical dance.  Physical conditioning 

will also be a part of beginning dance.  Students will learn about the history of dance and related 

vocabulary associated with dance.  Students will need to purchase a black dance 

pants/leggings.  Dance uniform fee for shoes and shirt: $40. This is an elective course for stu-

dents in grades 6-7.    

 

DANCE—INTERMEDIATE 

This one-year course is designed to promote dance training for an intermediate level of technique and dance 
styles.  This course will allow students to develop and appreciation of dance as an art form.  Students will in-

crease their flexibility through daily warm-up and stretching activities.  They will study a vari-
ety of dance styles such as ballet, jazz, modern, and theatrical dance.  Students will learn 
about the history of dance and related vocabulary associated with dance.  Proper attire, prior 
dance training, and teacher approval is required for placement.  Students will need to pur-
chase black dance pants/leggings.  Dance uniform fee for shirt and shoes: $40. This is an 
elective course for students in grades 6-8.  

 

DANCE PERFORMANCE/ DANCE TEAM 

This one- year course is designed to promote dance training and performance for a higher level of achievement. 
Students will expand their dance vocabulary, performance skills, and technique in ballet, jazz, modern, and theat-
rical dance forms.  This course will also provide students with experiences in physical conditioning.  Students will 
enhance their understanding and creative abilities of dance composition through improvisation, choreography, 
and expanded performance opportunities.  A continued focus on the history of dance, its cultural origins, and 
dance forms from a wide variety of cultures will be experienced.  Proper attire and prior dance training required. 
Students will need to purchase black dance pants/leggings.  Dance uniform fee for shirt and shoes: $40. This is 
an elective course for students in grades 6-8.  Audition is required for placement in this course and addi-
tional performance fees will apply.  

 

GUITAR—BEGINNING  

In this one-year course, students will learn basic music reading and composition in pop 
and classical music, single note melody reading, chord strumming techniques, guitar histo-
ry, improvisation, and tuning. Nylon-string acoustic guitars are provided for daily class-
room use but students will also learn the electric guitar in the second semester. This group 
will perform at concerts and school activities.  Instruments are provided, but students are 
encouraged to have a nylon-string acoustic guitar at home for practicing and con-
certs. Students are required to pay $10 for a guitar t-shirt.  

 

 



 

 

7TH GRADE ELECTIVES Continued 

GUITAR—ADVANCED  

 This one-year course is designed for students who have successfully completed the intermediate gui-
tar course and/or have instructor’s approval for enrollment. Students will further their study of the instrument 
and focus on rhythm, melody, and improvisation. Students will increase their musical ability by learning songs in 
the pop, classical, blues, and jazz genres. Students are encouraged to have a nylon-string acoustic guitar at home 
for practicing and concerts.  Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instru-
ment and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.    

 

KEYBOARDING (PIANO)—BEGINNING 

This one-year course is designed to develop the fundamentals needed to read, inter-
pret, and analyze music while learning to play an electronic piano keyboard instru-
ment.  The course will include guidance in proper playing techniques, musical style, 
and basic music theory. This class is an exploratory course.  Students may perform at 
concerts and school activities.  

 

KEYBOARDING (PIANO)—INTERMEDIATE 

This one-year course is designed to further develop the fundamentals needed to read, interpret, and analyze mu-
sic while continuing instruction on an electronic piano keyboard instrument.  The course will include guidance in 
proper playing techniques, musical style, and continuing music theory. This class is open to students who 
have successfully completed Keyboarding (Piano) -- Beginning or by audition.   

 

MEDIA PRODUCTION ( EBTV) 

This is a one-year course designed to utilize video editing software to broadcast a school news 
television program.  Students will work in teams and as individuals to design, write, film, report, 
edit, and produce multimedia presentations.  Before or after school participation and time com-
mitments may be required to enable students to film commercials and extracurricular activities.  

  

ORCHESTRA—BEGINNING  

This one-year course is designed to develop the basic skills and fundamentals needed to play one of the four 
stringed instruments of the orchestra:  violin, viola, cello, or string bass.  Emphasis will be placed on reading mu-
sic, proper bow and finger techniques, rhythm, and basic music theory.  This group will perform at concerts and 
school activities.  Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument and a 
shirt will need to be purchased for $10. 

 

  



7TH GRADE ELECTIVES Continued 

ORCHESTRA—INTERMEDIATE  

This one-year course is designed for students who have achieved technical skills 
beyond those of beginning orchestra.  The students will receive instruction on 
reading music, instrument technique, musical interpretation, and theory.  Stu-
dents will perform at concerts and school activities.  Students are encouraged to 
rent/provide their own instrument.  Instruments are provided, but students are 
encouraged to provide their own instrument and a shirt will need to be pur-
chased for $10.  Students must have instructor’s approval for enrollment.  

 

ORCHESTRA—ADVANCED (SYMPHONIC)  

This course further develops orchestral techniques in reading music, styles and interpretation, music theory, 
and performance.  The advanced orchestra will perform concerts, participate in school activities, and compete 
in district festivals with orchestras of equal size and abilities.  Students are encouraged to rent/provide their 
own instrument.   Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument and 
a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.  Students must have instructor’s approval for enrollment. 

 

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE 

This one/two-year course is designed for students who have achieved technical skills 
beyond those of beginning band percussion. The course will include guidance in 
proper playing techniques, musical style, and basic music theory. Students will be 
exposed to a variety of musical styles designed to challenge musical ability and 
awareness.  Depending on level, percussion ensemble students will also perform with 
drumline, pep band, and intermediate band or wind symphony in concerts 
and school activities.  Successful completion of beginning band is a prerequisite for 

this course.   Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own sticks and mallets, 
and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.  An audition is required for participation in this class.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION—EXPLORATIONS  

This one-year course focuses on the physical, mental, social, and emotional development of students in coop-

erative and competitive settings. Students develop psychomotor skills and engage in movement and lifetime 

fitness activities at moderate to vigorous levels for a minimum of 50% of the instructional time. Students par-

ticipate in movement experiences found in team, individual, and dual sports; dance/rhythms; and lifetime rec-

reational activities. Health and skill-related fitness concepts are explored through personal goal setting and self

-evaluation. Instructional practices incorporate integration of diversity awareness including appreciation of all 

cultures and their important contributions to society.  A school PE uniform is required.  The cost is $20.00.   

 



7TH GRADE ELECTIVES Continued 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION—CROSSFIT KIDS®  

This one-year course provides students the opportunity to participate in 
CrossFit Kids® to develop a health-enhancing level of physical fit-
ness. This course can only be taught by instructors who have passed 
the CrossFit® Level I Certificate Course and completed the Cross-
Fit® Kids Course. Students engage in movement and fitness activities at 
moderate to vigorous levels for a minimum of 50% of the instructional 
time. Students participate in constantly varied functional fitness move-
ments at high intensity levels. Students develop universal motor recruit-
ment patterns by building functional movements, physical skills, and by adapting functional movements to 
their personal skill levels. Instructional practices incorporate integration of diversity awareness including ap-
preciation of all cultures and their important contributions to society. A school PE uniform is required.  The 
cost is $20.00.  

 

PUBLICATIONS/YEARBOOK 

This one-year course is designed as an introduction to photojournalism and layout design.  Concepts of pho-
tography and graphic design will be applied through the publication of the school yearbook.  Students will 
work individually and as part of a team to complete yearbook spreads, promote sales, and distribute year-
books.  Students must be willing to work on photos and spreads outside of class when 
needed in order to adhere to strict deadlines.  An outgoing personality and strong 
knowledge of English grammar are highly recommended.    

 

ROBOTICS—INTRODUCTION  

This one-year course is designed to provide a hands-on approach to concepts in coding and robotics technol-
ogies.  This course will be tied directly to laboratory construction of robotics systems with emphasis placed on 
mobile robots and the illustrations of current research and applications.  Additionally, this course will provide 
an overview of the field of robotics and their influence on society and the future.  The use of technology is an 
integral part of this course.  

 

ROBOTICS—ADVANCED 

This one-year course is designed to provide a rigorous hands-on approach to concepts 
in advanced coding and robotics technologies.  This course will be tied directly to labor-
atory construction of robotics systems with emphasis placed on mobile robots and the 
illustrations of current research and applications.  Additionally, this course will provide 
an opportunity to participate in competitions with other middle and schools.  The use of 
technology is an integral part of this course.  Students must have instructor’s approv-
al for placement in this course.  

 

 



7TH GRADE ELECTIVES Continued 

 

STUDENT CAFETERIA TRAINING 

This one-year elective course allows students to assist in one or more of the following 
school kitchen jobs: preparing meals, serving, taking orders during school lunch periods, or 
preparing the kitchen for the next school day. Students are provided a free lunch each day 
for their services.  

 

STUDENT AIDE/OFFICE 

Students are selected to work in various school offices. Office staff may require student aides to be responsi-
ble for filing, answering phones, and running office errands. The librarian may require student aides to shelve 
books daily, be responsible for a section of the library, answer phones, run errands, and check in/out books. 
 Students must have a 3.0 grade average, satisfactory citizenship and a good attendance record to 
participate in this class.  

 

THEATER—BEGINNING 

This one-year course is designed to provide an introduction to oral and dramatic communication. Instruction 
will focus primarily on evaluation and appreciation of theatrical performance appreciation. Emphasis will be 
made to develop the vocal, physical, and emotional aspects and skills of acting. This course will introduce 
pantomime, improvisation, play writing, and technical theatre. Instructional practices will incorporate integra-
tion of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their im-
portant contributions to our society.  

 

THEATER—INTERMEDIATE 

This one-year course is designed to provide a basis for theatre performance. Instruction focuses primarily on 
the students development of performance skills demonstrated through various acting opportunities. An em-
phasis will be made to develop awareness and self-expression and to increase general knowledge of theatre as 
an art form. Students will have opportunities to understand theatre s intent, structure, effectiveness and value 
to society and the individual. Instructional practices will incorporate integration of diversity awareness includ-
ing appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions to our society.  



REQUIRED COURSES 8TH GRADE 

cultures and their important contribu-

tions to society. The appropriate use of 

technology is an integral part of this 

course. This course fulfills the eighth 

grade English requirement.  

 

PRE-ALGEBRA 8 

This one-year course is designed to focus 

on three critical are-

as: 1) formulating 

and reasoning about 

expressions and 

equations, including 

modeling an association in bivariate data 

with a linear equation, and solving linear 

equations and systems of linear equa-

tions; 2) grasping the concept of a func-

tion and using functions to describe 

quantitative relationships; and 3) analyz-

ing two- and three-dimensional space 

and figures using distance, angle, similari-

ty, and congruence, and understanding 

and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. 

Instructional practices incorporate inte-

gration of diversity awareness, including 

appreciation of all cultures and their im-

portant contributions to society. The use 

of manipulatives, mathematical tools, and 

technology, including calculators and 

computer software, is an integral part of 

this course. This course fulfills the math-

ematics requirement for eighth-grade 

students.  

ALGEBRA I  

This one-year course provides students 

with the necessary knowledge and skills 

for further studies in mathematics. It is 

intended to increase mathematical fluen-

cy in problem solving, reasoning, model-

ing, and effective communication in the  

ACCELERATED      ENGLISH 8 

This one-year course 

provides instruction in 

the English Language 

Arts strands identified 

by the Common Core 

State Standards as read-

ing, writing, speaking 

and listening, and language. This course 

is designated as accelerated by the en-

hanced instructional pacing and depth of 

content. This course is designed to build 

on knowledge and skills through close 

reading of texts, learning combining ele-

ments of different kinds of writing in 

support of analysis and reflection, and 

class discussions. Instructional practices 

incorporate integration of diversity 

awareness including appreciation of all 

cultures and their important contribu-

tions to society. The appropriate use of 

technology is an integral part of this 

course. This course fulfills the eighth 

grade English requirement.  

ENGLISH 8 

This one-year course provides instruction 

in the English Language Arts strands 

identified by the Common Core State 

Standards as reading, writing, speaking 

and listening, and language. This course 

is designed to build on knowledge and 

skills through close reading of texts, 

learning combining elements of different 

kinds of writing in support of analysis 

and reflection, and class discussions. In-

structional practices incorporate integra-

tion of diversity awareness including ap-

preciation of all  

 

study of number, algebra, functions, and 

statistics. Instructional practices incorpo-

rate integration of diversity awareness 

including appreciation of all cultures and 

their important contributions to society.  

The use of technology, including calcula-

tors and computer software, is an integral 

part of this course. This course fulfills 

the Algebra I requirement and one of 

the mathematics credits required for 

high school graduation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCELERATED SCIENCE 8 

This year-long course for eighth-grade 

students provides the physical science 

explanations that extend understandings 

developed in previous science courses. 

Students use scientific processes, proto-

cols, and tools, including inquiry, to build 

understanding of structures, patterns, and 

relationships explained through the physi-

cal sciences. Critical thinking, collabora-

tion, accuracy, and communication skills 

are emphasized as students refine their 

scientific literacy. This course is distin-

guished from Science 8 by the instruc-

tional pacing and the addition of enrich-

ment activities. Instructional practices 

incorporate integration of diversity aware-

ness including appreciation of all cultures 

and their important contributions to our 

society. The appropriate use of technolo-

gy is an integral part of this course. This 

course fulfills the science requirement for 

eighth-grade students.  

Students will be enrolled in accelerated or regular academic classes based upon 
standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation. 



REQUIRED COURSES 8TH GRADE 

SCIENCE 8 

This year-long course for eighth-grade 

students provides the physical science 

explanations that extend understand-

ings developed in previous science 

courses. Students will use scientific 

processes, protocols, and tools, includ-

ing inquiry, to build understanding of 

structures, patterns, and relationships 

explained through the physical scienc-

es. Critical thinking, collaboration, 

accuracy, and communication skills 

will be emphasized 

as students refine 

their scientific liter-

acy. This course is 

required for eighth-

grade students.  

 

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 8 

This one-year course examines the 

development of the Eastern Hemi-

sphere with an emphasis on global 

studies. Using appropriate technology, 

students develop an understanding of 

current world issues and relate them to 

geographical, historical, political, eco-

nomic, and cultural contexts. Students 

will develop, research, and answer 

compelling questions using various 

and cross-disciplinary source material. 

Students will construct organized argu-

ments for various audiences and pur-

poses using researched evidence and 

reasoning. Students will participate in 

rigorous academic discussions, empha-

sizing multiple viewpoints in which 

claims and evidence are acknowledged 

and critiqued. Students will take action 

on local, regional and global problems 

at various times and places. This 

course fulfills the 

eighth-grade social 

studies require-

ment . 

 

communica-

ble and non-

communica-

ble diseases, 

violence pre-

vention, safety, and consumer health. 

Sex education and sexually transmitted 

infectious disease education, within 

established guidelines, is an integral 

part of this course. Instructional prac-

tices incorporate integration of diversi-

ty awareness including appreciation of 

all cultures and their important contri-

butions to our society. The appropriate 

use of technology is an integral part of 

this course. This course fulfills the 

health requirement for eighth-grade 

students.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8 

This one-semester course provides stu-

dents the oppor-

tunity to develop a 

health-enhancing 

level of physical 

fitness. Students 

engage in move-

ment and fitness 

activities at mod-

erate to vigorous levels for a minimum 

of 50% of the instructional time. 

Through participation in physical activ-

ities, students develop motor skills, 

movement patterns, and safety within 

the course. Health-enhancing fitness 

concepts are explored through personal 

goal setting and self-evaluation. In-

structional practices incorporate inte-

gration of diversity awareness including 

appreciation of all cultures and their 

important contributions to society. The 

appropriate use of technology is an 

integral part of this course. This course 

fulfills the physical education require-

ment for eighth-grade students. A 

school PE uniform is required.  The 

cost is $20.00.  

Students will be enrolled in accelerated or regular academic classes based upon 
standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation. 

ACCELERATED HISTORY 

AND GEOGRAPHY 8 

This one-year course examines the 

development of the Eastern Hemi-

sphere with an emphasis on global 

studies. Using appropriate technolo-

gy, students develop an understand-

ing of current world issues and relate 

them to geographical, historical, polit-

ical, economic, and cultural contexts. 

Students will develop, research, and 

answer compelling questions using 

various and cross-disciplinary source 

material. Students will construct orga-

nized arguments for various audienc-

es and purposes using researched evi-

dence and reasoning. Students will 

participate in rigorous academic dis-

cussions, emphasizing multiple view-

points in which claims and evidence 

are acknowledged and critiqued. Stu-

dents will take action on local, region-

al and global problems at various 

times and places. This course is desig-

nated as accelerated by the enhanced 

instructional pac-

ing and depth of 

content. This 

course fulfills the 

eight-grade social 

studies require-

ment.  

 

 

HEALTH 8 

This one-semester course provides 

students an introduction to the men-

tal, physical, social, emotional, and 

environmental aspects of human well-

ness. Goal setting and decision mak-

ing processes are the foundation of 

this course. Topics include wellness, 

nutrition and physical activity, body 

systems, substance use and abuse,  



8TH GRADE ELECTIVES 

 

ADVANCED ART EXPLORATIONS 

This course provides an opportunity to engage in and appreciate a variety of visual arts. The 
focus is on the art elements and principles as they apply to design and composition. 
This course offers a solid foundation of art.  It will assist students in developing the tech-
niques and skills that make creative expression possible. Students are strongly encouraged to 
have their own colored pencils and markers. 

 

BAND (CONCERT—WOODWIND, BRASS OR PERCUSSION)  

This one-year course is designed for the advanced band student.  Students will be exposed to a variety of musical 
styles designed to challenge musical ability and awareness.  This group will perform at concerts and school activi-
ties. Successful completion of beginning band and/or intermediate band and a proficiency score of 1 or 2 outlined 
in the audition rubric is a prerequisite for this course.   Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to 
provide their own instrument and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.  An audition is required for partici-
pation in this class.  

 

BAND—ADVANCED (WIND SYMPHONY)  

 This one-year course is designed for the advanced band student.  Students will be exposed to 
a variety of musical styles designed to challenge musical ability and awareness.  This group will 
perform at concerts and school activities. Successful completion of beginning band and/or 
intermediate band and a proficiency score of 1 or 2 outlined in the audition rubric is a prereq-
uisite for this course.   Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their 

own instrument and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.   An audition is required for participation in this 
class.  

 

BAND—JAZZ  

This one-year early bird course is designed to introduce the instrumental music student to contemporary jazz litera-
ture and techniques.  Students will be instructed on style interpretations and given the opportunity to experiment 
with improvisation.  This group will perform at concerts and school activities. Successful completion of beginning 
band and/or intermediate band and a proficiency score of 1 or 2 outlined in the audition rubric is a prerequisite for 
this course. All jazz band students must also be enrolled in an advanced or intermediate band as well.   Instruments 
are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument, and a shirt will need to be purchased 
for $10.   * Note: Because this is and early bird course the school cannot provide transportation.  It is the 
parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to insure that their child will be to every rehearsal Monday-Friday.  An 
audition is required for participation in this class. 

  

 

8TH GRADE ELECTIVES 



8TH GRADE ELECTIVES CONTINUED 

CHORUS— CONCERT CHOIR—MIXED 

This course is designed as a study in vocal production and music fundamentals.  Emphasis 

will be placed on various vocal techniques and the continued study in music theory.  A vari-

ety of choral literature and styles will be incorporated to give the students an opportunity to 

sing for cultural and personal enjoyment, and a wide variety of sacred and secular text may 

be presented for historical or era/genre experiences. This group will have the opportunity 

to sing in a variety of concerts as well as activities throughout Clark County School Dis-

trict.   Concert Attire is provided.  Students will be required to purchase a choir shirt 

for $10.  

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE DISCOVERIES 

This one-year course provides students with introductory skills and knowledge in design-

ing and implementing software. Students explore the use of personas and user stories, 

wireframes, story boards, and charts. Areas of emphasis include the elements of program-

ming languages, logic, algorithms, abstraction, and the use of resources. Instructional prac-

tices incorporate integration of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures 

and their important contributions to society. The appropriate use of technology is an inte-

gral part of this course. This is an elective course appropriate for grades seven and eight.  

 

DANCE—INTERMEDIATE 

This one-year course is designed to promote dance training for an intermediate level of technique and dance 
styles.  This course will allow students to develop and appreciation of dance as an art form.  Students will increase 
their flexibility through daily warm-up and stretching activities.  They will study a variety of dance styles such as 
ballet, jazz, modern, and theatrical dance.  Students will learn about the history of dance and related vocabulary 
associated with dance.  Proper attire, prior dance training, and teacher approval is required for 
placement.  Students will need to purchase black dance pants/leggings.  Dance uniform fee for 
shirt and shoes: $40. This is an elective course for students in grades 7-8.  

 

DANCE PERFORMANCE/ DANCE TEAM 

This one- year course is designed to promote dance training and performance for a higher level of 
achievement. Students will expand their dance vocabulary, performance skills, and technique in 
ballet, jazz, modern, and theatrical dance forms.  This course will also provide students with expe-
riences in physical conditioning.  Students will enhance their understanding and creative abilities 
of dance composition through improvisation, choreography, and expanded performance opportunities.  A contin-
ued focus on the history of dance, its cultural origins, and dance forms from a wide variety of cultures will be ex-
perienced.  Proper attire and prior dance training required.  Students will need to purchase a black dance 
pants/leggings.  Dance uniform fee for shirt and shoes: $40. This is an elective course for students in grades 6-
8.  Audition is required for placement in this course and additional performance fees will apply.  

 

 



8TH GRADE ELECTIVES continued 

 

GUITAR—INTERMEDIATE  

This one-year course is designed for students who have successfully completed the beginning 
guitar course and/or have instructor’s approval for enrollment. Students will further their study 
of the instrument and increase their knowledge of songs based in pop, classical, blues, and jazz 
genres. Right-hand techniques will include playing with a flat pick and finger-style. Left-hand 
techniques will be expanded to more difficult chords and melodies.   Instruments are provided, 
but students are encouraged to have a nylon-string acoustic guitar at home for practicing and 
concerts and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.  

 

GUITAR—ADVANCED  

This one-year course is designed for students who have successfully completed the 
intermediate guitar course and/or have instructor’s approval for enrollment. Stu-
dents will further their study of the instrument and focus on rhythm, melody, and 
improvisation. Students will increase their musical ability by learning songs in the 
pop, classical, blues, and jazz genres. Students are encouraged to have a nylon-
string acoustic guitar at home for practicing and concerts.   Instruments are pro-
vided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.    

 

KEYBOARDING (PIANO)—INTERMEDIATE 

This one-year course is designed to further develop the fundamentals needed to read, in-
terpret, and analyze music while continuing instruction on an electronic piano keyboard 
instrument.  The course will include guidance in proper playing techniques, musical style, 
and continuing music theory. This class is open to students who have successfully 
completed Keyboarding (Piano) -- Beginning or by audition.   

 

MEDIA PRODUCTION ( EBTV ) 

This is a one-year course designed to utilize video editing software to broadcast a school 
news television program.  Students will work in teams and as individuals to design, write, 
film, report, edit, and produce multimedia presentations.  Before or after school participation 
and time commitments may be required to enable students to film commercials and extracur-
ricular activities.  

  

 

ORCHESTRA—INTERMEDIATE  

This one-year course is designed for students who have achieved technical skills beyond 
those of beginning orchestra.  The students will receive instruction on reading music, in-
strument technique, musical interpretation, and theory.  Students will perform at concerts 
and school activities.  Students are encouraged to rent/provide their own instrument.  In-
struments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument and 
a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.  Students must have instructor’s approval for 
enrollment.  

 

 



8TH GRADE ELECTIVES CONTINUED 

ORCHESTRA—ADVANCED (SYMPHONIC)  

This course further develops orchestral techniques in reading music, styles and interpretation, music theory, and 
performance.  The advanced orchestra will perform concerts, participate in school activities, and compete in dis-
trict festivals with orchestras of equal size and abilities.  Students are encouraged to rent/provide their own instru-
ment.   Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide their own instrument and a shirt will 
need to be purchased for $10.  Students must have instructor’s approval for enrollment. 

  

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE 

This one/two-year course is designed for students who have achieved technical 
skills beyond those of beginning band percussion. The course will include guidance 
in proper playing techniques, musical style, and basic music theory. Students will be 
exposed to a variety of musical styles designed to challenge musical ability and 
awareness.  Depending on level, percussion ensemble students will also perform 
with drumline, pep band, and intermediate band or wind symphony in concerts 
and school activities.  Successful completion of beginning band is a prerequisite for 
this course.   Instruments are provided, but students are encouraged to provide 
their own sticks and mallets, and a shirt will need to be purchased for $10.  An au-
dition is required for participation in this class.  

 

PE ELECTIVE 8—EXPLORATIONS 

This one-year course focuses on the physical, mental, social, and emotional development of stu-
dents in cooperative and competitive settings. Students will learn proper lifting methods and 
techniques, body strengthening activities, and fitness standards and activities to motivate stu-
dents to improve overall health.  Health and skill-related fitness concepts are explored through 
personal goal setting and self-evaluation. Instructional practices incorporate integration of diver-
sity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions to socie-
ty.  A school PE uniform is required.  The cost is $20.00. 

  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION—CROSSFIT KIDS®  

This one-year course provides students the opportunity to participate in CrossFit Kids® to develop a health-

enhancing level of physical fitness. This course can only be taught by instructors who have passed the 

CrossFit® Level I Certificate Course and completed the CrossFit® Kids Course. Students engage in move-

ment and fitness activities at moderate to vigorous levels for a minimum of 50% of the instructional time. Stu-

dents participate in constantly varied functional fitness movements at high intensity levels. Students develop uni-

versal motor recruitment patterns by building functional movements, physical skills, and by adapting functional 

movements to their personal skill levels. Instructional practices incorporate integration 

of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their important contri-

butions to society.  A school PE uniform is required.  The cost is $20.00.  

 

 



8TH GRADE ELECTIVES CONTINUED 

PUBLICATIONS/YEARBOOK 

This one-year course is designed as an introduction to photojournalism and layout de-

sign.  Concepts of photography and graphic design will be applied through the publica-

tion of the school yearbook.  Students will work individually and as part of a team to 

complete yearbook spreads, promote sales, and distribute yearbooks.  Students must be 

willing to work on photos and spreads outside of class when needed in order to adhere to 

strict deadlines.  An outgoing personality and strong knowledge of English grammar are 

highly recommended.   

  

ROBOTICS—INTRODUCTION  

This one-year course is designed to provide a hands-on approach to concepts in coding and robotics technolo-
gies.  This course will be tied directly to laboratory construction of robotics systems with emphasis placed on mo-
bile robots and the illustrations of current research and applications.  Additionally, 
this course will provide an overview of the field of robotics and their influence on society and 
the future.  The use of technology is an integral part of this course.  

 

ROBOTICS—ADVANCED 

This one-year course is designed to provide a rigorous hands-on approach to concepts in advanced coding and 
robotics technologies.  This course will be tied directly to laboratory construction of robotics systems with em-
phasis placed on mobile robots and the illustrations of current research and applications.  Additionally, 
this course will provide an opportunity to participate in competitions with other middle and schools.  The use of 
technology is an integral part of this course. Students must have instructor’s approval for placement in 
this course.  

 

SPANISH I (Available through Nevada Virtual Academy On-Line ONLY) 

This one-year course is designed to acquaint students with the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writ-
ing Spanish at an introductory level.  The focus is communication in Spanish incorporating understanding of His-
panic cultures, connecting with other disciplines, comparing native language to Spanish, and participating in mul-
ticultural communities.  The course provides practice in correct use of basic vocabulary and language structures to 
enable students to function effectively within realistic settings.  Instructional practices will incorporate integration 
of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions to our society. The 
appropriate use of technology is an integral part of this course.  This course fulfills an elective requirement for 
high school graduation.  

  

 



8TH GRADE ELECTIVES CONTINUED 

STUDENT AIDE/OFFICE 

Students are selected to work in various school offices. Office staff may require student aides to be responsible 
for filing, answering phones, and running office errands. The librarian may require student aides to shelve 
books daily, be responsible for a section of the library, answer phones, run errands, and check in/out books. 
 Students must have a 3.0 grade average, satisfactory citizenship and a good attendance record to par-
ticipate in this class.  

 

STUDENT CAFETERIA TRAINING 

This one-year elective course allows students to assist in one or more of the following school 
kitchen jobs: preparing meals, serving, taking orders during school lunch periods, or preparing 
the kitchen for the next school day. Students are provided a free lunch each day for their ser-
vices.  

 

THEATER—BEGINNING 

This one-year course is designed to provide an introduction to oral and dramatic com-
munication. Instruction will focus primarily on evaluation and appreciation of theatri-
cal performance appreciation. Emphasis will be made to develop the vocal, physical, 
and emotional aspects and skills of acting. This course will introduce pantomime, im-
provisation, play writing, and technical theatre. Instructional practices will incorporate 
integration of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their im-

portant contributions to our society.  

 

THEATER—INTERMEDIATE 

This one-year course is designed to provide a basis for theatre performance. Instruction focuses primarily on 
the students development of performance skills demonstrated through various acting opportunities. An em-
phasis will be made to develop awareness and self-expression and to increase general knowledge of theatre as 
an art form. Students will have opportunities to understand theatre s intent, structure, effectiveness and value 
to society and the individual. Instructional practices will incorporate integration of diversity awareness includ-
ing appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions to our society.  
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COURSES AND DESCRIPTIONS 

SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR 
This calendar is subject to change. Please review the current calendar online at: https://ccsd.net/district/calendar/  

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Complete coursework designed around your individual goals and the Core Enrollment Expectations 

2.

 Take the ACT with Writing in eleventh (11th) grade, at no cost (or take the NAA for Alter-

native Diploma students) 

3. Earn a diploma 

ENROLLMENT EX- PECTATIONS 
Core enrollment expectations for middle school students are listed below by grade level. Middle schools may 

vary the curriculum in an effort to provide addition- al opportunities for students to succeed within the school. 

 

 

 

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Reading Reading English 

English English Mathematics 

Mathematics Mathematics Science 

Science Science Social Studies 

Computers Social Studies Health 

Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education 

Elective Elective Elective 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* To satisfy either the Arts/Humanities/CTE state requirement for the standard diploma or the additional social 

studies requirement for the other diplomas, CCSD students must: 

● Pass semesters 1 and 2 of World History, or 

● Pass semesters 1 and 2 of Geography, or 

 Pass semester 1 of World History and semester 2 of Geography, or 

 Pass semester 1 of Geography and semester 2 of World History. 

** Flex credits can be: a 2nd or 3rd year CTE concentrator course in one program of study, or a 4th year of math 

(including Algebra II or higher), or a 3rd year of science, or a 3rd year of social studies. 

*** For the College and Career Ready Diploma, students must: 

1. Complete requirements in the table above, including Algebra II or higher, with a 3.25 weighted GPA, and 

2. Demonstrate proficiency in two languages, or two (2) units in AP courses, IB courses, Dual Credit courses, 

CTE courses, Work Based Learning courses, or a world language course, and 

3. Earn at least one of the following endorsements: 

College-Ready endorsement for  students who successfully complete a college readiness assessment, and 

receive not less than remedial scores for initial (non-remedial) placement into college-level English and math-

ematics courses (use the Infinite Campus Student/Parent to view the Academic Plan Progress Report), or 

Career-Ready endorsement for  students who successfully complete the ACT National Career  Readiness 

Certificate (NCRC) –level Silver or above, or successfully complete the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 

Battery (ASVAB) – score 50 or above, or obtain a Career and Technical Education Skills Attainment Certifi-

cate, or 



HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS 

 

 

○ SOURCES: NAC 390, CCSD Regulation 5127, Nevada Board of Regents 

MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS 
 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 
To ensure students receive enough instruction to earn a credit, schedule changes are not permitted after the first 18 school days of each semester for 

face-to-face courses. After the first 18 school days, schedules may only be changed with administrative approval. Exceptions to the above may only 

be made through administrative channels for unique and unusual circumstances. Distance learning or online coursework (e.g. Apex, Edgenuity) 

allows students to earn credit through digital instruction and is excluded from these schedule change guidelines.  

Last Day for Credit in Face-to-Face Instruction for 19-20 School Year 

Semester 1: September 1, 2021 

Semester 2: January 31, 2022 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) 
The student’s Unweighted GPA is calculated on a traditional 4-point scale (A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0). Bonus points are given to students who 

take and pass honors, AP, and IB classes. No bonus points are given for accelerated coursework taken in middle school. There was a GPA cap of 

4.8 that was removed beginning with the Class of 2021. Students can now continue to earn additional bonus points beyond the 4.8. 

PROMOTION/RETENTION 
Throughout middle school, a well-balanced educational program including mathematics, English, reading, science, social studies, career and tech-

nical education, fine arts or exploratory classes, health, and physical education is emphasized. Students who successfully complete all middle 

school coursework are prepared for the rigors of high school and the End-of-Course Exams. The Nevada State Board of Education and the Clark 

County School District have adopted promotion standards and regulations to ensure students are academically prepared. 

STATE OF NEVADA REGULATION FOR PROMOTION TO HIGH SCHOOL 



Students enrolled in the 8th grade:  

Students must complete 1½ (one and one-half) credits in mathematics, 1½ (one and one-half) credits in English or reading, 1 (one) credit in science, 

and 1 (one) credit in social studies with a passing grade during seventh and eighth grade for promotion to high school.  One-half (½) credit is the 

equivalent of one semester. 

CLARK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY AND REGULATION 5123 

Clark County School District Policy and Regulation 5123 – Promotion, Retention, and Demotion of Students – sets the standard for promo-

tion from sixth to seventh grade, from seventh to eighth grade, and from eighth grade to ninth grade. 

● Pupils enrolled in grade 6 must complete ½ (one-half) credit with a passing grade in mathematics, ½ (one-half) credit with a passing 

grade in English or reading, and ½ (one-half) credit with a passing grade in science for promotion to grade 7. 

● Pupils enrolled in grade 7 must complete ½ (one-half) credit with a passing grade in mathematics, ½ (one-half) credit with a passing 

grade in English or reading, ½ (one-half) credit with a passing grade in science, and ½ (one-half) credit with a passing grade in social 

studies for promotion to grade 8. 

● Pupils enrolled in grade 8 must complete 1½ (one and one-half) credits with a passing grade in mathematics, 1½ (one and one-half) cred-

its with a passing grade in English or reading, 1 (one) credit with a passing grade in science, and 1 (one) credit with a passing grade in 

social studies during their seventh and eighth grade years for promotion to high school. An eighth grade student who does not meet pro-

motion requirements may be promoted to high school on academic probation provided the student meets the criteria below.  A parent or 

guardian may elect not to place his/her child on academic probation but to remain in grade 8. 

High School Academic Probation 

Although a student may be promoted to high school on academic probation, summer school credit retrieval is recommended to improve academic 

skills and to prepare for success in high school. Successful completion of required summer school courses may remove a student from academic 

probation. 

An eighth grade student who has not met the promotion requirements may be promoted to the ninth grade on academic probation provided at least 

one of the following criteria has been met: 

1. Student has earned Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) scores or Criterion Referenced Test (CRT) scores that  meet or 

exceed standards in ALL of the area(s) of credit deficiency; OR 

2. Credits have been earned in ALL of the core area(s):  English or reading, mathematics, science, and social studies; however, the student is 

deficient ONLY ½ (one-half) credit of the five total credits required for promotion; OR 

3. A student reaches the age of 16 (sixteen) on or before the final school day of the year in which the student would otherwise be retained. 

High School Academic Probation will consist of the appropriate remediation in the subject area(s) in which the student failed to pass in middle 

school.  Remediation may include, but is not limited to a minimum of one semester of remedial instruction in the deficient subject area(s) during the 

ninth grade year.  The student must earn a passing grade in the remediation course(s) in order to be removed from academic probation.  A student 

may be placed on academic probation for more than one semester. 

An eighth grade student not meeting criteria for promotion to 9th grade and not meeting the criteria for academic probation may be re-

tained in the eighth grade for the following school year without limitation.  A retained eighth grade student may not be promoted mid-year. 

SOURCE: Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 389.445, CCSD Regulation 5123 

ACADEMIC PLANNING 

THREE-YEAR COURSE PLANS 
Each sixth grade student must have an approved three-year academic plan. The academic plan must set forth the specific education goals the student 

intends to achieve before promotion to high school. 

The sixth-grade student and his/her parent or legal guardian are required to work in consultation with a school counselor to develop and academic 

plan. In addition, students in seventh and eighth grade are required to review the academic plan at least once each school year in consultation with a 

school counselor and revise the plan, if necessary. 

SOURCES: CCSD Regulation 5123 



EARNING CREDIT 
Nevada law states that students may earn a unit of credit for successful completion of a course containing at least 120 hours of instruction or the 

equivalent. This means that a student must complete 60 hours of instruction, or the equivalent, to earn 0.5 credit at the end of each semester. The 

Clark County School District (CCSD) has a variety of ways for students to earn credit. Internal credits are taken at a CCSD school, and external 

credits are taken outside of the school district. External credits are limited to 6.0 total credits for high school course work, and must be pre-approved 

by the school of full-time enrollment.  

SOURCE: NAC 389.040 

Accelerated, Honors, Advanced Placement (AP), and International Baccalaureate (IB) 

In middle school, accelerated course work is available to students who demonstrate above average proficiency in core course work. Each middle 

school may offer a different set of accelerated courses to benefit their students.  

The CCSD Honors, AP, and IB course offerings are designed to challenge students to enroll in more demanding and rigorous coursework and to 

improve advanced academic achievement of students demonstrating accelerated educational potential. 

Mastery of AP and IB course content shall be determined by participation in the AP or IB examinations sponsored by the College Board and Inter-

national Baccalaureate. Students are required to take the AP or IB examinations for each course. 

Parents or guardians may waive the testing requirement related to AP and IB by informing the school administration in writing. 

SOURCE: CCSD Regulation 5127 

High School Credit Taken in Middle School 

Certain coursework taken in middle school (grades 6-8) may be counted as credit required to graduate from high school. Common courses include, 

but are not limited to: 

● Computer Science and Applications 

● Algebra I, Geometry Hon-

ors 

● Foreign Language 

Concur- rent Cred-

it 

Concurrent cred- its are credits a 

student earns from another 

CCSD school while still attend-

ing the school of full-time enroll-

ment. A student may not be en-

rolled in two or more instances of 

the same course concurrently. All 

concurrent course enrollments re-

quire prior ap- proval from the 

student’s school counselor. There 

is no limit on earning concur-

rent credits. See a school counselor 

for more infor- mation on the 

following concur- rent programs: 

Nevada Learning Academy 

For specific infor- mation, including 

fees, call (702) 855-8435 or visit 

http://nvlearningacademy.net  

Summer School 

Middle school students may earn credit during the summer as remediation for failed course work. Only students who have finished their 8th grade 

year and are being promoted to high school may begin to take summer school coursework to accelerate their learning. Registration information is 

available in the counseling office in the spring. Additional information is available at http://ccsd.net/schools/summer-school/ 

Duplicate Coursework – Repeating Courses 

A student may repeat a course but shall not receive additional credit for the repeated course. For high school course work, the higher grade shall be 

recorded on the permanent record and the lower grade replaced with a repeated course (RP) notation. 

A student may repeat a high school failed course one time to improve a grade. Regardless of the number of times a course is repeated, a grade of an 

“F” will only be removed once. If applicable, all other “F’s” will remain on a transcript. 





 

POSTSECONDARY OPTIONS 

NEVADA UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS 
The Nevada Board of Regents set the requirements for admission to Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) institutions. 

● 3.0 GPA (weighted or unweighted) in 13 High School Courses: 

○ 4 credits in English 

○ 3 credits in math 

○ 3 credits in social studies 

○ 3 credits in natural science 

● SAT or ACT Test Scores: 

○ The new SAT Critical Reading and Math combined score 

of 1120 

○ The ACT Composite score of 22 

● Nevada Advanced Diploma 

FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 
● A public or private educational institution where you can earn a bach-

elor's degree 

● Schools vary in size, admissions criteria, academic standards, 

course offerings, student population, location, and cost 

● In most colleges or university programs, you are expected to sam-

ple a variety of courses during the first two years and then focus on 

your major in the last two years 

● Requirements for graduation differ, although most colleges require a certain number of credits in English and foreign languages 

PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
● Ability to live at home while adjusting to college classes 

● Simpler admissions requirements (High School Diploma or GED, Registration, Placement Test) 

● Opportunity to sample college classes 

● A chance to build a better academic record 

● Lower tuition and other costs than at a typical four-year college 

PRIVATE JUNIOR COLLEGE 
● An opportunity to live away from home in a supportive environment 

● Small classes with opportunities to improve academic skills 

● Easier entrance requirements than a typical four-year college or university 

CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES 
● Provides a way to explore subject areas 

● Opportunity to build academic study skills without worrying about grades 

● Allows students to experience and explore college as an option 

LIFE SKILLS TRAINING PROGRAMS 
● Learn necessary daily living skills 

● Practice independent living 



● Be part of a college or university 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
● Begin working immediately 

● Receive training on the job and take classes 

● Earn money and benefits when you work 

● Learn skills that will make you employable anywhere 

CAREER, VOCATIONAL, OR TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
● Minimal admissions requirement (high school graduation may or may not be required) 

● All classes relate to skills needed for jobs in a particular occupational area 

● Learn marketable skills 

JOB CORPS 
● Vocational, academic and social skills training 

● Room, board, and stipend 

● Job/college support after leaving Job Corps 

CITY YEAR AND AMERICORPS 
● Monthly stipend 

● Educational Award for a complete year of service 

● Opportunity to gain job skills and work experience 

● http://www.cityyear.org 

● http://www.americorps.gov 

MILITARY 
● Learn valuable job skills 

● Earn money for future education 

● Army: http://www.goarmy.co, 

● Navy: http://www.navy.co, 

● Air Force: http://www.airforce.co, 

● Coast Guard: http://www.gocoastguard.co, 

● Marines: http://www.marines.com, 

● National Guard: http://www.nationalguard.com  

SOURCE: https://www.heath.gwu.edu/awareness-postsecondary-option  

NEVADA SCHOLARSHIPS 

MILLENNIUM SCHOLARSHIP 
The State of Nevada's Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship Program provides financial support to Nevada's high school graduates who attend 

an eligible Nevada community college, state college, or university. You may receive up to a maximum award of $10,000 for undergraduate course-

work during the six years following your high school graduation. There is no application form to complete. If you meet all Millennium Scholarship 

requirements upon high school graduation, the District will submit your name to the Office of the State Treasurer. You will receive an award notifi-

cation in early August. A fact sheet on policy guidelines and requirements for eligibility can be obtained by calling 888-477-2667 or 

http://www.nevadatreasurer.gov/GGMS/GGMS_Home. Please note that this information is subject to any changes in state law, policies adopted by 

the NSHE Board of Regents, availability of funding, and any related matters hereto. 



 

NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION CODE 

OF HONOR  
There is a clear expectation that all students will perform academic tasks with honor and integrity, with the support of parents, staff, faculty, admin-

istration, and the community. The learning process requires students to think, process, organize, and create their own ideas. Throughout this pro-

cess, students gain knowledge, self-respect, and ownership in the work that they do. These qualities provide a solid foundation for life skills, im-

pacting people positively throughout their lives. Cheating and plagiarism violate the fundamental learning process and compromise personal integ-

rity and one’s honor. Students demonstrate academic honesty and integrity by not cheating, plagiarizing, or using information unethically in any 

way. 

What is cheating? 

Cheating or academic dishonesty can take many forms, but always involves the improper taking of information from and/or giving of information 

to another 

student, 

individual, 

or other 

source. 

Examples 

of cheat-

ing can 

include, 

but are not 

limited to: 

●


